Copper and ceruloplasmin activity in human amniotic fluid.
The variation in the level of copper and ceruloplasmin oxidase activity in human amniotic fluid from 20 weeks' gestation to term was reported. The protein content of amniotic fluid decreased toward term. A definite decreasing trend of concentration of copper, expressed both as nanograms of copper per milliliter of amniotic fluid and nanograms of copper per milligram of protein, was also observed from midgestation toward term. Ceruloplasmin, on the other hand, demonstrated a significant increase from the period 20 38 weeks' gestation, with a subsequent decline after 38 weeks.